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SUBJECT: ERG-POLISH RELATIONS: "SIGNALS FROM BEYOND THE ELBE" 
REF: WARSAW 2122 

1. UNDER THE ABOVE HEADING, SLOWO POWSZECHNE EDITOR JANUSZ 
STEPANOWICZ ON APRIL 22 COMMENTED PAVORABLE ON RECENT STATE- 
MENTS BY CDU OFPICIAL GERHARD SCHROEDER IN A KOELNER STADT 
ANZEIGER INTERVIEW AND ON POLLOW-UP REMARKS BY ERG SPOKESMAN 
KLAUS BOELLING. STEPANOWICZ APPLAUDED SCHROEDERS POINTS 
THAT THE 1970 ERG-POLISH TREATY PORMED ONLY THE BASIS POR A 
STILL UNFULFILLED NORMALIZATION, THAT REMAINING BILATERAL 
PROBLEMS MUST BE RESOLVED, AND THAT CONTINUED PAILURE TO RE- 
SOLVE THEM ENCUMBERS BONN'S TIES WITH BOTH MOSCOW AND EAST 
BERLIN. THOUGH RECOGNIZING THE NECESSARILY CAUTIOUS NATURE 
OP ROEI LING'S PORMULATION, STEPANOWICZ NOTED THAT THE GOVERN- 
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PORTANT TASK OF FRG FOREIGN POLICY, ADDING, IN STEFANOWICZ'S 
PARAPHRASING, THE "SIGNIFICANT FORECAST" OF AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
RESOLVE THE QUESTION THROUGH "AN EFFORT WHICH SHOULD BE UNDER- 
TAKEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE". THOUGH PROFESSING NOT YET TO HAVE 
PERCEIVED SUCH AN EFFORT, STEFANOWICZ CONCLUDES THAT THESE 
STATMENTS BY AN IMPORTANT MEMBER OF THE CDU OPPOSITON AND 
BY A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN MAY SUGGEST THAT A CERTAIN "NECESSARY" 
REFLECTION IS OCCURING IN BONN. 

2. AN FRG EMBASSY OFFICIAL TOLD US HIS EMBASSY REPORTED THE 
STEFANOWICZ COMMENT TO BONN, BUT REGARDS IT AS LITTLE MORE THAN 
AN EXPRESSION OF GOOD WILL. THE OFFICIAL SAID THAT BOELLING'S 
STATEMENT, WHILE REFLECTING BONN'S DESIRE TO GET THE NORMALIZA- 
TION TALKS MOVING, ALSO CAREFULLY REAFFIRMS BONN'S POSITION ON 
THE ISSUES. THE FRG OFFICIAL WOULD NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY, 
HOWEVER, THAT BONN IS CONSIDERING A NEW PROPOSAL REGARDING 
CREDITS. HE ADDED THAT BOTH SIDES MAY REALIZE THAT THE ISSUE 
MUST BE JOINED BY THIS SUMMER IF IT IS NOT TO BE POSTPONED 

FOR A YEAR OR SO DUE TO THE POLISH PZPR'S CONGRESS 

PLANNED FOR LATER THIS YEAR AND GERMAN ELECTIONS NEXT YEAR. 

3. THE POSSIBILITY OF A GIEREK-SCHMIDT MEETING DURING THE CSCE 
"SUMMIT TN HELSINKI IS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY BOTH SIDES, AC- 
CORDING TO THE FRG OFFICIAL. ALTHOUGH HE SAID NO FORMAL PRO- 
POSAL HAS BEEN ADVANCED, HE INDICATED THAT SUCH A MEETING COULD 
SERVE AS A FACE-SAVING DEVICE TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM IN BI- 
LATERAL POLITICAL RELATIONS IN CASE THERE HAS BEEN INSUFFICIENT 
PROGRESS TO WARRANT PLANNING FOR A GIEREK VISIT TO BONN. 

4. COMMENT: STEFANOWICZ'S IS THE FIRST HOPEFUL EDITORIAL AD- 
DRESSED TO BONN THAT WE HAVE SEEN IN SEVERAL MONTHS. IT SEEMS 
TO REPRESENT A SIGNAL THAT WARSAW IS ANXIOUS TO HEAR WHAT BONN 
MAY HAVE TO OFFER. HOWEVER, THERE HAS NOT BEEN THE SLIGHTEST 
HINT OF ANY SHIFT IN THE GOP POSITION ON THE ISSUES. 
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